with GPs, even in pilots, with the Minister of Health responding, 'How will we monitor them?'. Instead the minister wants to contract doctors to work in public clinics for a few hours a week. Lessons from the UK, to include and incentivise GPs as complete service providers, appear lost. There is a strong need for better primary care in South Africa. Resources are not the real problem, but political will and trust are. 1 describing the increased risk of suicide among farmers overlooks the effects of HS2 on the mental health of the rural community. The proposal for HS2 marches on despite an enormous amount of doubt from all quarters. Furthermore the technical report from Temple-ERM 2 regarding the health impact has been superficial to say the least, hidden quietly as Appendix 9 of the HS2 Sustainability Statement and with only 29 references. For example there is no mention in HS2 health assessment policy of the suicide risk of farmers, apparently well known to the government through their Suicide Prevention Policy.
3 Surprisingly, according to the health analysis there is no legislative requirement for health impact assessments with these major projects, something which should sound alarm bells in the corridors of medical and public health colleges and the Department of Health.
HS2 will take up to 20 years to complete. 4 The effects of 20 years of emotional, economic and financial uncertainty will lead to mental health issues for many communities. There is anecdotal evidence that rural businesses that supply farmers have already seen a 20% drop in turnover (B Osborne, personal communication, 2013) reflecting farmers' insecurities about their business future. Furthermore farmers have little reassurance in a fickle and as yet unclear compensation scheme to counteract their hardship. The government has already stated the project has a limited budget and should represent 'best value' for the public rather than supporting farmers and rural communities to the degree of the true financial loss. This merely provides further justification for farmers worries that they will be last in line for any handouts, after consultant and construction costs.
I fear for the mental health of hard working farmers as a result of the economic suffocation HS2 planning is producing on farmers and rural communities, the hidden blight of the 'pre-construction threat' never mentioned in any press release or government statement so far. Osborne refers to the 'ups and downs' of farming. It is likely to be down for a long time in certain parts of central England and the mental health effects will be on the whole of the rural community not just farmers. Public Health should ensure all major projects have a more robust, deeply evidenced and searching analysis of health outcomes.
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